
 
 When she was just 14 years old Racheal watched 
her mother as she volunteered at the Elizabeth Coali-
tion to House the Homeless.  She saw her mother’s 
faith at work and would remember two things her 
mother taught her and her brother and sisters:  be de-
voted in service to others – all else will fall into place; 
and, Jesus came to the world to serve – not to be 
served.  How could Racheal have known that just a 
short time later she, too, would be homeless and in 
need of help.  
  
 After brief stays with family and friends, moving 
from pillar to post, Racheal and her family were forced 
to leave and end up in the street because a landlord said 
they were overcrowding the apartment.  That led to a 
short stay in a single motel room for the five of them.  
Racheal’s mom needed to sort through what would 
happen next.  She hid her tears and, even more so, her 
fears from the children.  But, as Racheal remembers it, 
“We knew something was wrong.”  Racheal’s mom 
reached out for help from the Elizabeth Coalition and 
Sister Maryanne was able to settle the family into Joan-
ie’s House.  They had a home – and even if it was tran-
sitional, it was still a home. 
  
 Thinking back to their first experiences in the 
Hospitality Houses program, Racheal recalls that 
Christmas with a sense of wonder – feeling for the first 
time the love and generosity of perfect strangers and 
what a blessing the people were that she could now call 
friends.  Racheal pauses and the tears come at this 
point during our talk as she thinks about who helped 
her family along their journey.  Remembering Sister 
Briege and Sister Maryanne, Sister Jacinta, Linda and 
Kevin, Racheal said, “They all made us feel so welcome 
and normal when we were feeling very unwelcome and 
certainly not very normal.  It really isn’t normal to be 
homeless.” 
  
 Later, when it came time to move on, Racheal’s 
mother agreed to be a host family in the Hospitality 
Houses program helping other families in their jour-
neys to independent living.  Racheal has seen firsthand 
the transformative power of community and how it 
welcomes and heals the homeless. 
  
 Years passed and, at 23, Racheal began volun-
teering as a college student in our Advocacy office with 
the Project Gatekeeper program trying to prevent 
homelessness from happening and helping when all 
else fails.  She joined our team as a case manager  and 
eventually became our Outreach Coordinator working 

Racheal’s Story ~ Compassion Comes Full Circle 

directly with the street-bound homeless, the forgot-
ten homeless of the streets.  “I want to give the 
same encouragement I experienced to other people 
in need,” Racheal said. 
  
 Her caring for others is deeply felt.  As a 
manager in the Student Center at Rutgers-New 
Brunswick she has seen the lack of empathy toward 
the homeless seeking shelter from bad weather in 
the Center alongside the students.  Racheal wit-
nessed their rejection and ridicule by students want-
ing to exclude them from the center.  Racheal de-
cided to take a risk and shared her story with her 
fellow students who just did not understand the 
pain of homelessness.  She had the courage to stand 
for her homeless brothers and sisters, sharing in 
their rejection, to make the argument for inclusive-
ness, for the homeless to be present among them in 
the Student Center without judgement.  Racheal 
soon found in her fellow students a willingness to 
hear her story and began to see and hear more em-
pathetic feelings for the homeless.  There became 
more room not just for understanding the homeless 
but for sharing the university’s community space 
with the homeless. 
  
 Racheal’s compassion is a lesson for us all as 
she comes full circle in this part of her personal 
journey.  She has seen all sides of the problem of 
homelessness having gone from being in our wait-
ing room wondering if there will be help and a place 
to call home to being that helping person on the 
other end reaching out a hand in friendship and sol-
idarity.  We can each be that friend to the homeless 
in a myriad of ways.  Call our offices to find out 
how your hands and hearts can help, 908-355-2060, 
ext. 206. 

 

 Spring 2018 
For volunteers & supporters of the homeless and our neighbors in need. 

Racheal Tornyenu  
Outreach Coordinator 

We Welcome Our New Staff 

Caroline Arteaga 
Case Manager 

Connie Gropler 
Community 

Outreach Nurse 



A big part of the Bernice’s  
Place is making  

friendships. 

 

 

For It Is In Giving That We Receive 
~ St. Francis of Assisi ~ 

We Thank our Volunteers!! 

Pat Brown, center, and the Sister-
hood of Empowerment prepared 

and served dinner for the Hospital-
ity Houses guests at our annual 

holiday party! 

Leidy Gutierrez, center, and her 
family shared their time and gen-

erosity with the Hospitality 
Houses guests at our  
annual holiday party! 

Shea Jennings School of Irish Dance visited 
the Children’s Program to perform traditional 

Irish step dancing for St. Patrick’s Day 

Bernice’s Place 

A volunteer with Kean University’s Jump 
Start organization reads to the children on 

Read Across America Day.   

Anne Davis, Ann Marie Cerciello, 
and Mike Capron of Wyoming Pres-

byterian Church in Milburn serve 
pizza to the  children on Pi Day 3.14 

When you believe in yourself ANYTHING 
can happen!  Kean volunteers visit on Read 

Across America Day! 

Lessons on nutrition and health from 
Rachel Feldman with the Kids Café Pro-

gram of the Food Bank of New Jersey 

Two friends enjoy the 
children’s Christmas 

Boutique. 

Student volunteers from Roselle Catho-
lic joined the children on St. Patrick’s 

Day.  The children made rainbows, 
played games, and were entertained by 

a troop of Irish dancers. 

Allstate Insurance Company donated 
laptops loaded with fun and educa-

tional games to Bernice’s Place 

Learning how to navigate robotic 
rovers and setting them up to 

race! 



Yes, I Want to Help the Homeless! 
Here’s what your donation will do 
   $500 houses a homeless family so they can work and save  
   $250 transports children to/from our after-school and summer camp programs 
   $130 buys 2 cots and bedding for the homeless in our Operation Warm Heart program  
     $75 pays for entrance fees and tickets for one child to go on summer field trips 

Name ___________________________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________________________ 

City, State and Zip ________________________________________________ 

Phone________________________ E-Mail ____________________________ 

Please let us know if your company has a matching gift program here:______________ 

Please remember us in your will or estate plans 

 
 

 

  

    

Friends of the Elizabeth Coalition to House the Homeless 

 BASF - Latin America Employee Group 
 Elizabethtown Gas 
 Elizabethtown Healthcare Foundation 
 Healthcare Foundation of  New Jersey 
 Henry E. Niles Foundation 
 Infanti Bus and Coach Upholstery 
 Infineum USA L.P. 
 Investors Bank 
 Peter R. and Cynthia K. Kellogg Foundation 
 Phillips 66 
 PSE&G Foundation 
 Standish Foundation 
 TJX Foundation 
 Union County Savings Bank 
 Union Foundation 
 Vericon Construction Company 
 Verizon NJ Shares 
 Wells Fargo 
 Westfield Foundation 
 Westfield Service League 
 Wilf  Family Foundation 

Our special thanks go out to the foundations and organizations whose support we 
have received in recent months.  Without their generosity we would not be able to  

reach struggling individuals and families experiencing homelessness. 

Vericon Construction Company 
hosted its 2nd Annual Charity Golf 
Outing at Echo Lake Country Club 
in the fall of 2017.  Their generous 

gift directly supported our Chil-
dren’s Program, Bernice’s Place. 
Pictured L to R are Linda Flores-

Tober, Renaee Smith, Charles 
DeAngelis, Sheila Casey, Tricia 

Vohden, and Steven Millett. 

Elizabeth Deffer, President 
and Founder of Infanti Bus 

and Coach Upholstery Com-
pany, was quick to supply 

Operation Warm Heart and 
our street Outreach program 

with over 1,000 pairs of 
warm socks over the winter. 
She is pictured, center, next 
to Santa Mike on the stairs 

of the Church. 

Send your tax deductible contribution to: 
Elizabeth Coalition to House the Homeless,   

118 Division St., Elizabeth , NJ  07201 
Or you can donate online at www.theelizabethcoalition.org 



The heart that 
gives, gathers 

 
~ Tao Te Ching 

 

Save the Date  ~  May 16, 2018 
Honoring True Servants 

Elizabeth Coalition Volunteer, Kevin Mahoney,  
Recognized for His Service to Others 

Kevin Mahoney, an Elizabeth Coalition volunteer of 
many years, was this year’s recipient of the Reverend 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Award for Civil and Hu-
man Rights sponsored by the Cranford Clergy Coun-
cil and the Interfaith Human Relations Committee.   
 
Kevin’s volunteer spirit is a window into who he is—
someone of great compassion, genuine caring, and 
concern for others and a true friend to those in need.  
It was a lovely evening spent in celebration of Dr. 
King’s life and legacy and we were very happy for 
Kevin and his family as the award is truly an honor.  

Pictured above are Kevin and his 
wife, Nancy and their family.  

Kevin with Sister Maryanne 
Tracey, SC 

When you shop at AmazonSmile, Amazon donates 0.5% of 
the purchase price to the Elizabeth Coalition to House the 
Homeless. Bookmark the link:  http://smile.amazon.com/

ch/22-2305176 and support us every time you shop! 


