
 At 23 years old, Mary, the mother of two small 
children, found herself homeless after the friend they 
were living with had to move.  A single mother, Mary had 
come up against hard times.  She had lost her job, found 
that she didn’t qualify for unemployment or welfare assis-
tance, and had minimal social supports. After 
seeking help at the Elizabeth Coalition, we 
were able to briefly shelter her and the children 
at a hotel while we readied a place for them in 
our Hospitality House program – a program 
that gives the working homeless an opportuni-
ty to take charge of life and become self-
sufficient.  

  
And take charge, Mary did! Within a 

month, she found a job working as a recep-
tionist in a doctor’s office while continuing to take classes 
online at Union County College.   Mary began diligently 
saving 50% of her income from her job.  Nearly a year 
later, after saving several thousand dollars Mary and the 
children are now ready to move into an apartment of 
their own. 

 

When Your Best Just Doesn’t Seem Good Enough 

But then came an unexpected blow.  Mary 
found herself in a new predicament.  After tirelessly 
searching for apartments all over Union County, she is 
told by prospective landlords that she doesn’t make 
enough to be housed by them. Again and again, by 

landlord after landlord, Mary is told that she 
should ideally make at least $50,000 a year, 
or, in other words, her equivalent net in-
come should be two to three times the cost 
of rent.   No one will rent to her. 
 
Despite doing everything in her power to 
live independently and with dignity, like 
many other working families in need of af-
fordable housing – her best just isn’t good 
enough.  We continue to work with Mary to 

find an apartment she can finally call home for her and 
her young family.  UPDATE:  Happily, we can now 
say that Mary has located an affordable apartment, af-
ter a four month search, and she and the children 
should be in their new home by April! 

 

 Spring 2017 
For volunteers & supporters of the homeless and other neighbors in need. 

Faces and names of some clients may be changed to protect their confidentiality 

The things you take for granted can 
change someone’s life forever: 

Food 
Clothing 
Shelter 

Compassion 

Ways to Give 
 Donate money or goods 

 Sponsor our Hospitality House program 

 Volunteer your time 

All of these ways of giving help put the  

homeless back into homes—back to work—

back to school—and gives them hope for a 

better and brighter tomorrow! 

~Sponsor a Child~ 
A new program to support homeless 

and near homeless youth to begin 
this Spring.  Won’t you give hope 

and opportunity to a child? 
Can’t wait for the details? Call Sheila 

at 908-355-2060, ext. 206 



Our 23rd Annual Hoops to End Homelessness was 
great fun featuring, as our guest, former WNBA play-
er, Tamecka Dixon.  We also had an exciting  Battle 
of the Badges between the Union County Sheriff’s 
Officers and the Elizabeth Police Department.  

The women of PSE&G GROW Group got to work on their vol-
unteer day, November 30th, by sorting donations in St. Joseph's 
attic, painting our porch at Vincent's House, and with some super 
sandwich making at the Center!! We look forward to working 
with PSE&G GROW in the future! 

Enjoying a snack after 
“shopping” for family gifts 
at the Annual Children’s 
Holiday Boutique 

Children from Bernice’s Place 
were invited to enjoy  Roselle 
Catholic High School’s Annual 
Festival of Lights 

Boy and Girl  Scouts Troops of Bernice’s Place lead the Pledge 
of Allegiance at the opening ceremony of our 23rd Annual 
Hoops to End Homelessness. 

After a fulfilling career as a teacher of vocal music and as a choral instructor, 
Maria Magliaro Politano (at right) joins us as an Ignatian Volunteer Corps 
volunteer in our Advocacy office where she fields phone calls and provides 
information to the public, as well as support to our Advocacy team.  For 
nearly 10 years the Ignatian Volunteer Corps  volunteers have worked along-
side our staff assisting in our work with the homeless.  Even as Maria, a for-
mer Coalition board member, is familiar with the agency’s mission and val-
ues, its programs and people, she admits it is challenging to encounter the 
scope of needs our clients have. But, as a dedicated volunteer, Maria shares 
her compassion and encouragement with all those she meets. “As long as I 
feel I am making a contribution, I’ll keep coming back,” Maria says. 

Brothers wait in line  to 
shop at Bernice’s Place 
Holiday Boutique. 

Winter Fun at Bernice’s Place  

Volunteers:  Giving Time and Touching Hearts 

Learning the basics of first aid 
while applying a bandage. 

The children loved Read 
Across America Day when 
authors visited and read their 
books aloud to them. 

Volunteer music instructor, 
Madeline Davis, helps a 
student learning to play the 
keyboard. Music lessons are 
a favorite for the children. 



Yes, I want to Help a Homeless Family! 

Here’s what your donation will do 
   $500 houses a homeless family so they can work and save  
   $250 transports children to/from our after-school program  
   $125 gives a week of summer camp to a homeless child  
     $65 pays for bus tickets to get to work and school  

Name ___________________________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________________________ 

City, State and Zip ________________________________________________ 

Phone________________________ E-Mail ____________________________ 

Please let us know if your company has a matching gift program here:______________ 

We welcome donations of stocks, bonds or cars - Contact Sheila at 908-355-2060 x206 

Please remember us in your will or estate plans  
Send your tax deductible contribution to: 

Elizabeth Coalition to House the Homeless,  118 Division St., Elizabeth , NJ  07201 
Or you can donate online at www.theelizabethcoalition.org 

  
    

Friends of the Elizabeth Coalition to House the Homeless 

Ben DiNapoli, VP of Strategic Mar-
kets for NEMF, New England Motor 
Freight, first heard of the Elizabeth 
Coalition by chance and later volun-
teered his efforts to load up the vans 
for the Annual Children’s Holiday 
Boutique—an event the children look 
forward to with much excitement.  
After touring the Coalition, Ben was 
left with a strong sense of doing some-
thing for the community he works in.  
As Ben tells it, he was “stunned at the 

amount of homelessness that exists in 
just one area of Elizabeth, and sur-
prised that so many are working fami-
lies.”  We look forward to having Ben 
join us again as a volunteer.  

Warm Toes is 
a New Jersey 
based charity 
that has been 
providing Op-
eration Warm 
Heart with 
toasty blan-
kets, warm 
socks, hats, 
and gloves this 

season to keep the men and women  
sheltered in our program protected 
and warm.  Founded by two physi-
cians, Christina Arcuri and Cameron 
Zadeh, their work is a labor of love.  
They have chosen to focus their chari-
table giving on helping the homeless 
make it through the winter.  Join 
them, and mark your calendar for, 
March 30, 2017 when Warm Toes 
hosts a charity event to benefit the 
Coalition.  Spend an evening painting 
your own masterpiece at Wine and 
Design in Fort Greene, Brooklyn. 
And know that your ticket is benefit-
ting the Elizabeth Coalition.  Call 718-
722-7374 for more details. 

Kevin Mahoney has been a prayer 
answered for the Elizabeth Coali-
tion.  He is a handy-man ministry 
keeping our Hospitality Houses in 
good repair as well as attending to 
the families’ various needs.   Kevin 
embodies the very spirit of giving 
and comes to us, in retirement, 
from his role as Director of Com-
munity and Government Affairs 
with Verizon—serving Brooklyn 
and Staten Island.   This is not 
Kevin’s first, or only, volunteer 
gig—he is very active in his com-
munity as  a board trustee of the 
Noble Maritime Collection as well 
as a Family Promise volunteer. Our 
thanks go out to you! 



 

The best way to find 
yourself is to lose 

yourself in the service 
of others. 

~ Mahatma Gandhi 
 

Can we count  
on you? 

 

     I don’t believe in charity.  I believe in solidarity. 
~ Eduardo Galeano,  Uruguayan journalist and writer 

Save 
the 

Date 
~ 

May 
17th 
2017  

The dinner is a time to celebrate the contri-
butions of  all the Houses of  Worship and 

Volunteers who offered their hospitality and 
friendship to our brothers and sisters who 

are in most need during this winter season. 

We would like to give a special thanks to our printer, Mike Roesch 
of Stuyvesant Press— a Green Earth press—for all of his support. 

Operation Warm Heart 
Appreciation Dinner 

April 27, 2017 

Participants in our Annual Service 
Fair, held in January, received health 
check-ups, bowls of soup, coats, and 
lots of information to help them navi-
gate social services, mental health, 
employment and renting.  

New Jersey’s Empanada Guy was on 
hand to give away empanadas to all 
those who came to the fair. 


