
 
Daniel was always dutiful about paying his share of the 
monthly mortgage of his shared family house in Plain-
field. His wife and two children, a 9-year-old daughter 
and a 13-year-old son, lived comfortably together with 
his brothers and sisters for over 30 years. So when 
Daniel received a notice that he was to be evicted on 
April 17, 2017, he was shocked. It turned out that while 
he was responsible in his payments, his siblings were 
not. Since everyone’s names were on the deed to the 
house, they were all sent away, despite Isaac being re-
sponsible and taking care of his family. 
 
On the night of his eviction, Daniel’s family had no-
where to go. His whole family was now faced with the 
possibility of living on the streets. Not knowing where 
else to turn or even how to receive the help that his 
family so sorely needed, Daniel decided to call the 
White House who had helped with a bullying problem 
in the past. The White House then directed them to 
Senator Cory Booker’s office. That was where he 
learned about the Elizabeth Coalition to House the 
Homeless. 
  
The Elizabeth Coalition helped Daniel navigate the 
complicated process of applying for housing vouchers, 
and also provided housing at a local hotel while the 
family waited for the housing voucher process to con-
clude. “At this time, I had only $50 in my pock-
et,”Daniel said. 
 
The situation was not ideal, to say the least. For two 
months, the family lived in a hotel in Elizabeth, far 
away from the children’s schools. In addition, Daniel 
still had other bills due, making daily living hard. With 
no kitchen available, they had to rely on meals that 
could be eaten cold or cooked in a microwave. This 
meant that the children did not have access to nutri-
tious meals for two months. Still, it was shelter for the 
time being. 
 
“It was hard to explain to my kids why we don’t have a 
house anymore, a big house with a front and backyard 
where they can play outside and enjoy themselves. That 
was the hardest part,” said Daniel. 
 
Daniel’s worries sadly kept coming. His daughter was 
assaulted at school resulting in a traumatic brain injury.  
She suffered both memory and vision problems. Isaac 
explained how the school never reported the incident, 
and no emergency care was provided after the attack. 
Finding housing became even more urgent as a result 
of this incident. 
 
Eventually, Daniel and his family moved out of the 
Elizabeth Coalition’s emergency shelter and into Family 

Daniel’s Story ~ Somewhere We Can Really Live 
Promise for four months, still waiting for the hous-
ing voucher approval. Then, finally, good news. 
 
On July 10, 2017, the family received the housing 
voucher that allowed them to rent an apartment in 
Elizabeth owned by the Elizabeth Coalition through 
the HOME program of HUD. “It was a blessing.  
To finally have somewhere we can really live, where 
we can enjoy ourselves, go to the park and come 
home to spend time as a family when we can.” 
 
In addition, the family learned of the Traumatic 
Brain Injury Fund, a New Jersey state service that 
helps residents afford bills concerning brain injuries. 
Now, Daniel’s daughter is thriving and even received 
a scholarship to a private school. 
 
“This never would have been possible without stable 
housing provided by the HOME program of HUD 
and proper medical care for our daughter. Our fami-
ly’s new home has ensured my her recovery.” 
  
Daniel has now become a housing advocate, fighting 
for the rights of others who find themselves in unex-
pected hardships, including being a voice at the Con-
gressional Reception in July. “We now have a com-
fortable place to live and that is the most important 
thing. I am really happy we don’t have to worry 
about that anymore.”  Help others like Isaac and call 
our offices to find out how your hands and hearts 
can help, 908-355-2060, ext. 202. 

 

 Fall 2018 
For volunteers & supporters of the homeless and our neighbors in need. 

Much Needed Items 
 2 kitchen tables (4-6 seats) 

 2 small sofas 
 Men’s and women’s  
underwear (lge + x-lge) 

 Newborn clothing 
 Diapers 
 Pull-ups 

Call for details 
908-355-2060 ext. 202 



A big part of the Bernice’s  
Place is making  

friendships. 

 

 

For It Is In Giving That We Receive 
~ St. Francis of Assisi ~ 

We Thank our Volunteers!! 

Play Ball! Enjoying the warm 
weather with a game of t-ball 

with the kids. 

Sam Malnati (left) and Yvette 
Oguadiuru (right) are excited 

to introduce science to the 
children at the 2018 summer 

camp. 

The children of the Elizabeth Coalition were taught self-defense as part of a Boy Scout project designed by 
Gideon Vlogs. The goal of the project was to teach the kids how to defend themselves without inflicting 

any pain to the other person. It was stressed that skills are only to be used in case of emergency to get out of 
the situation. Great job, everyone! 

Summer Fun at Bernice’s Place 

Play Ball! Kids come up to bat at part of 
the event hosted by the City of Elizabeth 

and organized by Donald Johnson. 

Watching the penguins at  
Jenkinson’s swim along. 

Watching over everyone and 
making sure everyone stays safe 

Kids couldn’t “calm down” when 
they found out they were taking a 

Family Trip to Jenkinson’s  
Aquarium. Everyone had a splashing 

good time. 

Enjoying a swim during the hot 
summer days, part of the lessons 
taught by Westfield High School. 

Making learning fun with  
science experiments on site with 
BASF Latin America Employee 

Group  



Yes, I Want to Help the Homeless! 
Here’s what your donation will do 
   $500 houses a homeless family so they can work and save for their own permanent home 
   $250 transports children to and from our after-school and summer camp programs 
   $130 buys 2 cots and bedding for the homeless in our Operation Warm Heart program  
   $100 pays for a week’s groceries for a family 
   $50 provides essential toiletries to clients 

Name ___________________________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________________________ 

City, State and Zip ________________________________________________ 

Phone________________________ E-Mail ____________________________ 

Please let us know if your company has a matching gift program here:______________ 

Please remember us in your will or estate plans.   

 
 

 

  
 
   

Friends of the Elizabeth Coalition to House the Homeless 

 E.J. Grassman Trust 
 Turrell Fund 
 Port Authority of  NY & NJ 
 Hyde and Watson Foundation 
 Infineum USA, L.P. 
 Eddie Gray Camp Fund 
 Fred C. Rummel Foundation 
 Verizon-NJ Shares 
 Teva Pharmaceuticals 
 William and Frances Holzapfel 
 Presbytery of  Elizabeth 
 TD Bank Charitable Foundation 
 Sisters of  Charity of  St. Elizabeth 
 Magyar Bank 
 Kiewit-Weeks-Massman 
 Maximus Foundation 
 Phillips 66 Company 
 A. Gonsosa Enterprises, INC. 
 Garden State Community Bank 
 The Henry S. & Agnes M. Truzack 
 Waste Management 

Our special thanks go out to the foundations and organizations whose support we 
have received in recent months.  Without their generosity we would not be able to  

reach struggling individuals and families experiencing homelessness. 

Or you can donate online at www.theelizabethcoalition.org 

 Grace Cash 
 Elberon Development Group 
 International Longshoremen’s Association  

Local 1235 
 Investors Bank 
 International Longshoremen’s Association  

Local 1588    
 Maximus Foundation    

Daniela Aguiar visits from  
Investors Bank to present a grant 



Behind the Scenes at the Drop-in Center 

 There is a formida-
ble and familiar force of a 
volunteer in the Elizabeth 
Coalition’s Advocacy office 
and her name is Barbara 
Burke.  The Project Gate-
keeper drop-in center is 
where we meet people who 
come needing emergency 
shelter, help with rent or 
finding somewhere to live, 
and a host of other case 
management services.  It is 
there, in our front-lines 

office that Barbara can be found.  Though her work 
takes her behind the scenes, she holds the client file sys-
tem together with precision and true compassion. 
  
 Between her volunteer work with the late Jim 
McGurdy in Project Ready, St. Joseph’s job readiness 
program, and her work with the Coalition, Barbara has 
been giving her time to our clients and programs for 
over 19 years.  Fifteen of those years have been concen-
trated on organizing and keeping our file system in tip-
top shape. 
  
 After 31 years of teaching, much of it mathemat-
ics, in the Elizabeth Public School system, Barbara’s 
principal decided to show their gratitude with a dedica-
tion.  Barbara’s classroom 102 at School 22 now bears a 
plaque with the inscription:  “From this day forward, Room 
102 is officially dedicated as the Barbara S. Burke classroom for 
excellence – June 17, 1999.”  Some say there are no coinci-
dences… three of our staff walked the halls of School 
22 and personally know Barbara’s classroom. 
  
 Barbara occupies a very special place in the 
hearts of staff and students alike.  Her compassion is 
inspired by parents who always looked out for the un-
derdog.  Kind and caring, her parents taught by exam-
ple.  They showed their love of neighbor by sharing 
their food and whatever they had with their  community 
that was the 6 family building in Newark where Barbara 
grew up.   
  
 Barbara’s role transcends both agencies, that of 
the Elizabeth Coalition and St. Joseph’s.  Her talent and 
agility with words is the stuff of legend in our seasonal 
birthday brunches.  Over the years she has created skits 
marked by good-humored and tender puns that cele-
brate the qualities of our birthday honorees.  We’ve all 
been touched by a pun or two of Barbara’s.  

 Barbara has a keen appreciation for how the 
people we serve are often invisible, neglected and ig-
nored.  She is inspired to hope when she sees our staff, 
interns, and other volunteers working with the clients – 
listening to them and helping them when nothing else 
has worked.  Barbara’s desk is chock full of crayons and 
coloring sheets for the young ones whose parents are 
needing a home and are trying to make it right for their 
children by asking for help. 
  
 She shared a quote from a meditation of Rich-
ard Rohr’s:  “The experience of life…[is] not about be-
ing correct; it’s about being connected.”  Barbara is 
moved to help others by a strong sense of connected-
ness.  She relates to everyone she meets on a deeply hu-
man level.  Our veteran volunteer, Barbara, was affec-
tionately summed up in notes of thanks from interns.  
Francesca said:  “Thank you for all that you do for this 
agency.  Your selflessness is admirable and does not go 
unnoticed.”  Aubrey wrote:  “Thank you for everything 
you do in Advocacy – most importantly making us all 
laugh and smile!  You and your puns are unstoppable!”  
How true! From all of us, Barbara, THANK YOU! 

Barbara S. Burke 


